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MINUTES 

Community Preservation Committee 

April 07, 2016 7:30PM 

Town Hall Grange Meeting Room / 29 Middle Road / Boxborough / MA 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Hugh Fortmiller, At-large   Dennis Reip, Conservation Com, Vice Chair   

Rita Gibes Grossman, Clerk, At-large   Alan Rohwer, Historical Com 

Owen Neville, Chair, Planning Board  John Rosamond, Finance Com 

John Neyland, Agricultural Com  Ron Vogel, Housing Board 

        

MEMBERS ABSENT: Mitzi Garcia-Weil, Recreation Commission 

 

EXOFFICO: 

Susan Bak, Board of Selectmen 

Adam Duchesneau, Town Planner 

Selina Shaw, Town Administrator 

 

OTHERS: None 

 

HANDOUTS: March 3, 2016 Minutes; CPA Warrant Articles 6 - 9 

 

7:30PM Meeting called to order by Chair Owen Neville. 

 

1. Review and approve minutes of March 3, 2016: John R. moved and Ron V. seconded to 

approve the minutes as written. Owen opened for discussion. Hearing none, VOTE: Unanimous. 

 

2. Finance update:  
a. After consult with Town Accountant, Owen noted that estimated total revenue for FY 17 

will be approximately $223K.  

b. Discussed financial profile (p. 24 of Town Meeting Warrant).  

c. Owen explained (p. 23), Article 6 addresses housekeeping issues concerning each 

category’s amount. A motion amendment may be needed to adjust the proposed category 

(formerly referred to as “bucket”) amounts to accurately reflect 10%. FY17 CP Budget 

will change once legal bills are received and paid. 

 

3. Overview report/presentation for Town Meeting: Owen reviewed his update of the slide 

presentation for ATM that was originally to be used for ATM 2015, however, it malfunctioned. 

Specifically: 

a. Page 4: update distribution amount. 

b. Page 5: pie chart amend 5% administrative label to: "up to 5%." 
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c. Page 6: (budget) will be replaced with the updated budget table (also p. 24 of the Town 

Meeting Warrant). Owen will get the latest version from Jennifer, Town Accountant. 

Selina pointed out the bottom line should not be called "balance" just "funds." 

d. Page 7: Just two bullets on Town Meeting CPA responsibilities: Appropriate CPA 

anticipated CPA revenues, and, approve or reject CPC recommended articles.  

e. ACTIONS:  
i. Rita and Susan will review, update and will have it ready by May 2nd.  

ii. Owen will get updated table for page 24, and, page 6 of slide presentation. 

iii. Susan recommended that Owen/Rita G. bring a flash drive with the slides as a 

back-up IF the Town’s computer PowerPoint copy was to fail. 

 

4. Town Meeting Articles – review/plan for presentations: 

a. Adam said he will notify applicants that they will present their proposals at ATM. 

b. In answer to Susan B.’s question, a CPCom member will make the motion, and, if 

needed, the CPC stakeholder representative will present the proposal. 

c. Article 6: housekeeping issues as noted above in agenda item 2. 

d. Articles 7A and 7B: will need grant agreements before money can be moved.  

e. Noted on recreation proposal for TJ O’Grady Skate Park: Acton ATM approved funding. 

ACTION: Determine if Mitzi W. can make the motion. Selina noted that 7B (skate park) 

initially passed in 2003 at ATM, but, failed at the ballot in November (on ballot as debt 

exclusion.)  

f. Articles 8A & 8B: if they pass, a grant agreement will be needed before money can be 

moved. 

g. 8A, 8B & 8C are fairly straightforward. Ron V. will do the motion. 

h. Article 9: Alan R. will make the motion.  

i. ACTION: Adam will identify stakeholder presenters for each section A-C. e.g. Town 

Clerk A; Town Clerk and Building Inspector for B and C. 

j. Alan R. asked about the process for motions. Selina clarified that: 

i. She will prepare and give motions to the mover. Motions will be projected.  

ii. A CPCom member will make the motion; proposer will present the project 

details. 

iii. Amendments can be made on the floor to split article sections. 

 

k. Owen mentioned there is another proposal that did not come through CPC for additional 

work at Town Hall. Susan explained the landscaping and immediate surfaces at the front 

of Town Hall need to be repaired (~$36). BoS and Fin Com decided that perhaps too 

many requests have been made for historic resources. Owen noted there is an absence of 

a historic precedent based on photos of the Town Hall and that the memorials and 

additions were recent. This is currently on the warrant as a non-CPC article. Fin Com 

would want it to be considered for CPC funding. The BoS are going to move to pass over 

the article as they believe it should be vetted by CPC. 

 

Rita G. moved and John R. seconded to adjourn. Meeting adjourned by Owen at 8:19PM.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rita Gibes Grossman, Clerk 

 

 


